
IS ARTS EDUCATION IN 
YOUR DISTRICT LCAP? 



Presenters 

California Alliance 
•  Sarah Brothers, Field Manager 
•  Robin Hampton, Field Manager 
 
Panelists 
•  Lyn Cavanagh Olson, Volunteer Arts Advocate 
•  Celeste DeWald, Pajaro Valley Unified School 

District Parent Volunteer 
•  Chuck Neidhoefer, Napa Valley Unified School 

District VAPA Coordinator 



Ways to Participate 

•  Ask questions  
using the questions tab 
in your control panel 

•  Participate in a poll 

•  Download documents 



	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

Every public school student, pre-K through 12th 
grade, should have access to a quality education 

that includes the arts. 

Our Vision 



•  Advance State Policy 

•  Promote Public 
Advocacy 

•  Build Local Coalitions 



•  Advocate for inclusion of arts 
education in a district Local 
Control Accountability Plan 

•  Pass or update a District Arts 
Plan 

•  Undertake an assessment of 
district or county arts 
education resources and 
gaps 

The Local Advocacy Network 



Local Control Funding Formula 

•  Local control of district 
priorities and budgets 
 

•  Local school board in 
partnership with parents, 
teachers, students, 
community 

•  Additional funding for 
districts with foster youth, 
English language learners 
and low-income students 



Local Control Funding Formula 

•  Student Engagement 

•  Parental Involvement 

•  School Climate 

•  Common Core Standards 

•  Broad Course of Study 

•  Student Achievement 

•  Pupil Outcomes 

•  Credentialed Teachers 



5 Examples of Arts Ed in District LCAPs 

1.  Create or update a District Arts Plan 

2.  Provide teacher training and curriculum support in 
the arts 

3.  Provide time for teachers to develop arts integrated 
lessons aligned with Common Core Content 
Standards 

4.  Purchase equipment and supplies 

5.  Hire certificated teachers 



•  Sample presentations, 
letters, and fliers 

•  Templates 
•  Advocacy Toolkits 
  

Resources and Tools 



Lyn lives in Aptos, California where she is 
involved in community arts classes and 
organizations after retiring from the Pajaro 
Valley Unified School District as a teacher 
and VAPA/GATE Coordinator. Her classroom 
experience taught her the value of the arts in 
teaching core subjects as well as helping 
students build confidence in their own 
creativity and art abilities.  Her advocacy work 
is aimed at bringing high quality arts 
education to all teachers and students in 
Santa Cruz County including her 
eleven year old granddaughter! 

Celeste DeWald lives in Watsonville, California, 
where her family has lived for five generations. 
Her daughters attend a charter school in the 
Pajaro Valley Unified School District with an 
active arts and music program. Her family is 
involved in several community and after-school 
activities, including drama, dance, music, and the 
martial arts. Celeste became a volunteer 
advocate for arts education in the Pajaro Valley 
Unified School District because she believes that 
all children should have access to the visual and 
performing arts and the positive effects that result 
from these creative experiences. 

Celeste DeWald 
Pajaro Valley Unified School District 

Lyn Cavanagh Olson 
Pajaro Valley Unified School District 



Chuck Neidhoefer  
Napa Valley Unified School District 

Chuck is the Coordinator of Visual & Performing Arts for Napa 
Valley Unified School District. His recent appointment followed the 
adoption of an Arts Education Master Plan by the NVUSD Board of 
Education. The Plan has received state-wide attention for its model 
of public/private partnership. Previously, Chuck had led the 
implementation of the district's first federal magnet grant and 
overseen the authorization process for the district's charter 
schools. 



Questions? 



More Information 

Resources 
•  LCFF Toolkit http://artsed411.org/lcff 
•  CA Arts Ed Data Project

http://www.createca.dreamhosters.com/artsed-
dataproject 

Contact 
•  Sarah Brothers sarah@artscouncilsc.org 
•  Robin Hampton robin@artsed411.org 
•  Lyn Cavanagh Olson lynolson@sbcglobal.net 
•  Chuck Neidhoefer cneidhoefer@nvusd.org 


