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October 13, 2016
RE: School Board Candidate Survey: 2016 Election [Response Requested]
Dear Candidate Name,
As a voter in your district, I am writing to invite you to participate in the 2016 Candidate Survey Project, hosted by the California Alliance for Arts Education in partnership with a network of state and local organizations. The Candidate Survey Project offers local school board candidates across California the opportunity to go on record with their views about the role of arts education in public schools. The survey results will be promoted to thousands of prospective voters, giving them a way to learn more about candidates’ views before they vote.
Your responses will be published on the California Alliance website two weeks before the election, alongside other candidates running for office in your district. All candidates will be listed in the published results – candidates who do not respond will appear with “no response” next to their name.
In keeping with the State Education code, each school district is to provide every K-12 student with a standards-based, comprehensive arts education. The arts are vital in supporting key education priorities, and for developing job skills for the creative economy and the 21st century workforce.

You are invited to answer three questions in the online survey here: http://artsed411.org/node/add/candidate
A copy of the list of questions is attached to this letter.

Responses to each question are limited to 1600 characters, or about 250 words. In addition, it is asked that you upload your photo, which will be displayed next to your response.
To be sure your response is included in the published results, please complete the survey by Thursday, October 20, 2016. 
I would also appreciate if you would let me know that you have completed the survey. Thank you so much for your thoughtful response.
Sincerely,

Your Name
Email

Phone
For help with filling out the survey, email melissa@artsed411.org or call (626) 578-9315 ext. 100. For more info about the California Alliance for Arts Education, visit http://www.artsed411.org.

SURVEY QUESTIONS FOR SCHOOL BOARD CANDIDATES
2016 ELECTION
Please answer the following questions here:
http://artsed411.org/node/add/candidate
For help with filling out the survey, email melissa@artsed411.org or call (626) 578-9315 ext. 100.
1. What meaningful experiences with the arts (visual arts, dance, theatre and/or music) did you have growing up?

2. What role do you think the arts can play in supporting key education priorities such as closing the achievement gap, reducing dropout rate and preparing more students for college eligibility and the 21st century workforce? If elected, how will you promote the role of arts education in meeting the eight priorities for the State’s Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF)?

3. In keeping with the State Education code, each school district is to provide every K-12 student with a standards-based, comprehensive arts education. In addition, the arts are critical for developing job skills vital in the creative economy and the 21st century workforce. If elected, how will you promote the role of arts education in a complete education for students?
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