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PART lll:
A BROADER VISION

WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN NEXT?

In considering the critical developments of the past few
years, the California Alliance for Arts Education maintains
that our 2005 policy recommendations put forth in Quality,
Equity, and Access continue to be valid and strategic next
steps in advancing arts education in our schools (California
Alliance for Arts Education, 2005, p. 16). Further, we support the
recommendations developed by the California Arts Education
Strategic Task Force in 2007, referenced earlier in this paper.

Within this climate of narrowed expectations for education,
we advocate a broader accountability for arts learning—a
coordinated system of synergistic commitments, policies,
and practices that motivate responsibility and responsiveness
among individuals and institutions. A system that embodies
Elmore’s principle of reciprocity of accountability and capacity
(Furhman & Elmore, p. 294), and encompasses the following
elements and recommendations.

Full Implementation of

Existing State Arts Education Policies

Adequate State & Local Funding

Effective Reporting Mechanisms

Content Standards & Instructional Materials Adoption

Qualified Teachers

Equitable Scheduling & Enrollment

Needs Assessment & Strategic Planning

Quality Curricula, Professional Development & Instruction

Effective Assessment of Arts Learning
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VOICES OF
ACCOUNTABILITY

SCHOOL PRINCIPAL

GIA TRUONG

URBAN PROMISE ACADEMY,
OAKLAND

When | first became principal
atthe Urban Promise Academy,
| felt a sense of urgency that
our students were performing
below grade level and that
we should be focusing on
English and math. | couldn't
see doing ‘art for art’s sake’
that was going to take up
precious academic time. What
I've learned since | got here is
the power of arts integration to
enhance, enrich, and deepen
learning in all subjects. I've
experienced how the arts can
leverage learning, particularly
for students who come from
underserved communities. |
don’t have to convince myself
any more why the arts are
so important—| can see it
as | walk down the halls, in
the work of our students who
“make learning visible” in the
projects they do every day, and
in the knowledge that they are
growing as individuals and as
scholars. | do what | can to
ensure that my teachers have
the support and professional
developmentthey need in order
to provide quality education
our children deserve.

COMMIT TO FULL IMPLEMENTATION OF EXISTING POLICIES

* Evaluate statewide awareness, understanding, and implementation of existing arts education
policies across all stakeholder sectors, and establish a multi-sector action plan to improve
implementation of these policies.

» Establish a coordinated infrastructure of individual and institutional accountability for full,
equitable, and consistent implementation of local and state arts education policies at the local
and state levels across all stakeholder sectors.

ESTABLISH POLICIES THAT ENSURE ARTS EDUCATION FOR ALL STUDENTS
Adequate Funding

* Establish state and local policies that ensure consistent, adequate funding for the develop-
ment, implementation, and assessment of comprehensive arts programs in all schools.

* Maintain Arts and Music Block Grant funding in the State budget as an investment in provid-
ing adequate funding for the provision of quality arts instruction for all California students.

Effective Reporting Mechanisms

* Expand upon the existing School Accountability Report Card (SARC) indicator related to
textbooks and instructional materials to address local visual and performing arts policies,
teacher quality, assessment methods, frequency and duration of instruction, and equitable
student access to programs and courses.

* Maintain and periodically review and update the California Department of Education’s re-
porting requirements for the appropriate use of Arts and Music Block Grants.

* Assess and ensure accurate reporting of arts-related teacher and course enrollment data in the
California Basic Educational Data System (CBEDS). Expand the CBEDS to include dance
and theatre as discrete subject areas on the County District Information Form and Profes-
sional Assignment Information Form.

* Establish a community advisory committee in every school district comprised of parents,
school and district personnel, community members, and students, to monitor and report an-
nually to each school board on the state of the arts in that district.

Content Standards and Instructional Materials Adoption
* Encourage local school board adoption of the State arts content standards.

* Establish district arts policies requiring that all in-school and afterschool arts instruction is
based on the arts standards adopted by the district.

* Ensure the Curriculum Commission’s identification, review, and adoption of high-quality,
standards-based K-12 instructional materials in all four arts disciplines (dance, music,
theatre, and visual arts).
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Qualified Teachers

* Establish a consistent, coordinated statewide system of fundamental preservice training and
inservice professional development in standards-based arts instruction and integration for
all teachers.

* Evaluate and enforce coursework requirements for the elementary Multiple Subjects Cre-
dential (SB 2042), including the visual and performing arts.

* Include The California Arts Project in the reauthorization of the California Subject Matter
Projects.

* Establish Single Subject Credentials in dance and theatre at the State level.
Equitable Scheduling and Enrollment

* Evaluate scheduling and enrollment patterns of arts courses to gauge the equity of PreK-12
programs.

* Establish policies that create equal access to standards-based dance, music, theatre, & visual
arts instruction for all elementary and secondary students during the regular school day.

EXPAND PRACTICES THAT SUPPORT ARTS LEARNING
Needs Assessment and Strategic Planning
* Invest Arts and Music Block Grants and local resources in ongoing needs assessment, strate-

gic planning, and evaluation at the school and district level in order to develop and maintain
quality arts programs.

* Include visual and performing arts targets in the Single Plan for Student Achievement (SPSA)
at the school level.

Quality Curricula, Professional Development, and Instruction

* Ensure the Curriculum Commission’s identification, review, and adoption of high-quality,
standards-based K-12 instructional materials in all four arts disciplines (dance, music,
theatre, and visual arts).

* Provide a sequential, coordinated system of professional development opportunities in dis-
crete and integrated arts instruction for beginning and experienced classroom teachers, arts
specialists, and administrators.

* Align local and State high school graduation requirements for the Visual and Performing
Arts with UC/CSU admissions requirements in these subjects.

Effective Assessment of Arts Learning

« Establish, document, and disseminate effective district-level standards-based formative,
summative, and performance assessment models in the visual and performing arts.

* Establish standards-based criteria for inclusion of the arts as an adopted course of study on
elementary report cards in districts statewide.
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ACCOUNTABILITY

PRIVATE FUNDER
KAYE BONNER CUMMINGS
FRESNO

The focus of our foundation
has been the arts and arts
education. As  passionate
advocates for the arts as
important to the soul of our
nation, we've taken an active
interestinfundingartsprograms
in our schools—whether it's
funding arts organizations with
an arts education component
or our own program of
training classroom teachers
to provide standards-based
art education in a classroom
setting. Current students will
determine the future success of

our community.
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VOICES oF
ACCOUNTABILITY

STUDENT

KRISTOPHER RICKMAN
NATOMAS CHARTER SCHOOL
FOR THE ARTS

My mother passed away when
| was three. When | was six my
sister was taking dance classes
and my Aunt Gloria asked
me if | wanted to, so | started
dancing. After eight years | got
tired of doing the same thing
every day, so | stopped—for
five years. During that time |
realized how dance was the
thing that helped me express
my emotions, my creativity,
and myself and that it was
something | was good at. |
missed it. Since |'ve come to this
school I've fallen back in love
with dancing. The striciness of
dance classes helps me with the
rest of school. | need to watch
that combination or I'm not
going to get it. | didn't realize
that the repetition was building
my technique, and that without
that, | wouldn’t be where | am.
| need to be good at school
to get everything else. If |
don't get good grades, | don't
dance. And | want to dance.
This summer I'm going to
Alvin Ailey in New York. I'm
going to work on my technique,
my skill, how to express myself
through dance even more.
Someday I'm going to be a
professional dancer.

In conclusion, the California Alliance for Arts Education calls upon policy makers, educators,
and community stakeholders to recognize that—despite existing policies supporting the arts
in education—quality arts education cannot be achieved without a meaningful and suitable
accountability system. Leading researchers and the public demand a broader view of account-
ability in education, and the arts and other adopted courses of study are largely unaccounted
for at the state and local level. We believe it is the joint responsibility of individuals and insti-
tutions to create a powerful web of policy, practice, and commitment to fulfilling the promise
of a comprehensive education that includes the arts for every child.

In an information age that requires learners to construct and represent knowledge in mul-
tiple and ever-changing ways, recognizing the importance of arts learning in creating
meaningful democratic education has become more urgent than ever. The possibilities
have never been more promising, and the opportunities have never been greater. At the
same time, there is significant resistance to these emerging innovations in learning in-and-
through the arts.

The reasons given for this resistance are typically based on scarcity economies: “not
enough time, not enough money, not enough test score improvement,” but at the core of
this resistance is a failure of imagination—the inability to recognize that these new com-
munication systems and learning pathways are already the sea in which we swim. Unfor-
tunately, this sort of friction is characteristic of seismic shifts in the landscape. That is the
nature of watershed moments.

—Arnold Aprill, Executive Director, Chicago Arts Partnerships in Education (2006)
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